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FROM THE PASTOR’S KEYBOARD
September marks a turning point in the year in
several ways. Labor Day has been called the
“Unoﬃcial End of Summer” at the beginning
of the month, while the Autumnal Equinox
near the end of the month marks the end of
Summer in the Northern Hemisphere, and the
beginning of Autumn. It seems like just a few
weeks ago the Vernal Equinox issued in the
season of Vern (??!!?). We celebrate Labor
Day with a day that many don’t have to go to
work, although others have to work harder
because it is the “best” day to buy a new car,
furniture, clothes, food, or all of the above.
As ChrisKans, it’s a good Kme to remember
that the labor of the cross is not ﬁnished.
Jesus did the porKon of the work that only He
could successfully accomplish, but He gave us
the Holy Spirit and the Great Commission to
conKnue the work of making disciples of all
naKons. It’s important to remember that we
do this work not to be saved, but because we
are saved.

The Equinox marks a point aber which there is
more darkness than light in the day. You get
exactly one guess how this applies to our lives
as disciples and apostles of Christ. We see
Church Council Chair, Lay Leader,
every day that darkness is alive, well, and
Worship Chair & Recording Secretary
Pa@y Mahoney
spreading in the world. Darkness does not
Finance Chair
David Dixon
announce “I Am Darkness!” It sweetly claims,
Trustees Chair & Treasurer
Kent Po@er
“I am normal; I am what everyone else is
Annual Conference Delegate & Outreach
Wanda Giovengo
doing; shouldn’t we all live in unity?” Our
McMurry College RepresentaKve
Anna Hopping
answer has to be, “NO!” The classic exchange
NaKve American Ministries
Rebecca Lueras
between a child and parent is, “Everyone is
Social Concerns Chairpersons
David & Maribeth Dixon
doing it!” “If everyone jumped oﬀ a cliﬀ, would
Staﬀ Parrish RelaKons Chair
Bertha Warner
you do it too?” But this seems to be forgo@en
today. Since “everyone” is using language on broadcast TV and in public that not too long ago would have been
prohibited, we are supposed to go along because this is purported to be the new norm.
But we are called to be set apart, not to be “normal.” We are called to be messengers of the light that came into the
world, not followers of darkness. As the darkness tries to claim more souls, we must be lanterns not under bushels,
but shining both by our lives and our bold witness to the Truth. May God give you, me, and all His apostles the
strength to labor more diligently, that as we enter a period of less daylight, we may make it a period of more of the
light of Christ.
God bless, and embolden you,
Pastor Keith
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January News: The council meeting has been moved up a week to Jan. 10th. T
usual, with a potluck
dinner before
the meeting.
As youto
may
know, Amanda a
As the new school year began in Mountainair,
the teachers
and staﬀ
were treated
lunch
and Ted Jones, and another lady from Mountainair named Shirley Simmons, w
prepared and served by Mountainair
This
HolyUMC.
Land on
Jan.marked
17th. the 28th year for this event, at which

congregaKon members express appreciaKon for the important work performed in the schools.
December News: On Sunday, Dec. 11th, members of The Mountainair Methodi
MUMC members baked many dozens
cookies
in preparaKon
and asInthe
in theof
annual
Christmas
Cantata. for
Thethe
titlelunch,
was “Rejoice
Histeachers
Coming”, and
Thou
That
Tellest
Good
Tidings
to
Zion”
from
the
“Messiah”
by
G.
F. Handel.
leb they were invited to take as many cookies as they cared for back to school with them. Since
the cookie table was directly on the
way to the lunch tables, some of the teachers had also taken
Patty Mahoney was the Director (and organizer, and coordinator, and the real
to heart the principle, “Eat desertperformances.)
ﬁrst!”
Dr. Don Shockey was the Narrator. The Manzano Mountain A

funding from the New Mexico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural A
Endowment
theluncheon
Arts. Thisalso
funding
paid for
professionalRev.
Accompanist,
In addiKon to marking a conKnuing
tradiKon,forthe
included
a abeginning.
Craig na
She was such a wonderful addition to the group, and I'm sure that is why every
Cockrell, our new District Superintendent,
came out to the event, speaking with the teachers,
best performance yet. Virginia Hinds also worked as the rehearsal accompanis
and later sharing with, and learning
the members
who hosted the meal, and about the
oneabout
of the songs
in the Cantata.

history of MUMC.

Others singing were: Sopranos: Ruth Ivey, Mary Jones, Lorane Ross, Ruby Sh
and Dee Tarr. Altos: Francis Addison, Virginia Hinds, Dana Moorhead, Carol
and Marion Shaw. Baritones: Mike Hinds, Craig Lockwood, and Wray Simmo

Our new District Superintendent, Craig Cockrell,
visiting with Bertha Warner, MUMC SPRC Chair.

Servers: Diane Doan, Wanda Giovengo and Merlene Waldon

We served approximately 35 people!

Meaning Of Autumn
Thinking about autumn can bring about some pleasant thoughts.
And while it is common to think about cozy scarves and delicious
pies, the symbolic meanings of autumn are more profound than
you think. Ancient cultures,
science, and astrology have
associated many aspects of this
beautiful season to human life.
These symbolic associations are
powerful reminders that
Mother Nature has an
incredible influence on our
lives.
This year, the autumnal
equinox in New Mexico takes
place on Saturday, Sept. 22,
2018. In New Mexico, it will
specifically occur at 7:54 PM.
MST.
The seasons come and go, so focus on the God who remains
unchanged and unchanging. “LORD, You have been our dwelling
place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Psalm 90:1-2). The
seasons come and go, so focus on the God who remains unchanged
and unchanging. “LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You
had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to
everlasting, You are God” (Psalm 90:1-2).
If you are a follower of Christ, remember to remain close to Him
during the shifting seasons of life.
During autumn, we all know that winter lies ahead, but if winter
comes, can spring be far behind?
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The Promise of God
Thou hast invited me "to ask, to seek, to knock”.
assuring me that if I ask, it shall be given unto me;
If I seek, I shall find; if I knock, it shall be opened unto me.
Help me to believe that, O God. Give me the faith to ask knowing that I
shall receive. Give me the faith to seek, believing that I shall surely find.
Give me the faith and the persistence to knock, knowing that it shall be
indeed opened unto me.
Help me to live the Christian life in daring faith and humble trust, that
there may be worked out in me, even in me, Thy righteousness and
goodness.
With a sense of adventure, I make this prayer.
-Peter Marshall
-Contributed by Alma Wimsatt

