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FROM THE PASTOR’S KEYBOARD

On November 5th, yes, you read that right,
but relax and keep reading- we’re not there
quite yet- on November 5th we will
recognize All Saints’ Day. All Saints Day is
November 1st, and is the day that many faith
tradiKons, United Methodist included,
remember saints who have gone before.
Psalm 116:15 tells us “Precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of his saints.” But to
quote Arlo Guthrie in Alice’s Restaurant,
“That’s not what I’m here to talk about.” I’m
here to talk about the day before, All Hallows
Eve. The term “Hallowed Evening” became
what we now celebrate as the candy makers’
version of Black Friday, a chance to eat too
much chocolate and other sweets. What
does all this have to do with the Church
newsle@er? The Estancia Church will be
hosKng Trunk or Treat again. This is an
opportunity for area children to have fun in a
safe environment, and to engage with the
community that we are a part of. Sorry
English teachers, the community of which we
are a part. Be@er? This is in the same spirit
as the Mountainair Church hosKng the 5th
Sunday Sing-in (October 29th, hope to see
you there!)

I menKoned the Trunk or Treat to the cashier
in a major chain, and she (a bit proudly, it
seemed) said that her church didn’t do
anything for Halloween because it “honored
witches and ghosts.” Well, no. No more
than Saint Patrick’s Day honors cheap beer
with green food coloring. They might try to
camouﬂage the eve of a day of fond
remembrance with piles of ever-smaller
chocolate bars, but we can ﬁght back with LOVE. How might we be more successful bringing people to
Christ? By standing on the corner of NM41 and US60 waving a Bible and shouKng at passing vehicles, or by
inviKng people to our faciliKes with fun and fellowship? This is us, taking back a religious Kme from the grip
of sugary sweet commercialism. This is us, being a part of the community that we are a part of, showing
that we are not a bunch of sKﬀ grumps in ivory towers which we only open once a week so we can get
yelled at by some angry man in a black suit. Let’s make the events an example of how we teach our children
to deﬁne our faith: “They’ll know we are ChrisKans by our love.”
Happy All Hallows Eve
-Pastor Keith

NOTES from EUMC
Administrative Council Meeting
September 17, 2017
Can’t bring a trunk?

Trunk or Treat

Help with food, haunted
house, donate food or
candy.

Tuesday, Oct. 31
5 ‘till dark

For more information

Decorate your trunk!
Haunted house

call Tamma
575-644-1999
Next AD Council meeting
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 8 am

Cement Project is still under
construction!
Stay tuned for more details!

Hot dogs, nachos and lots of

ECONOMIC COUNCIL HELPING OTHERS, INC.

ECHO FOOD DISTRIBUTION
EUMC Education Bldg
Monday, October 30
8 am to 1 pm
Last Monday of each month, 8 am—1 pm
Call Julie Griffo to help!

SAVE the DATE
Church basement and yard
clean up.
October 8 after church

What is it like to be a Christian?
It is like being a pumpkin that is carved
into a jack-o-lantern.
God picks us from the pumpkin patch and brings us
in from the field. The Bible says He selects us out of the
world. We are in the world but no longer of the world.
Jesus said, "As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world." (John 15:19)
God washes all the "dirt" off the outside that we received from being around all the other pumpkins. All the
outside influences of our former life must be cleaned up.
God carefully removes all the "yucky stuff" called
"sin" from the inside. He then changes us from the inside
out by the Power of His Word. That's why it is important to
meet with the church and learn God's Word.
He carves a new smiling face. Our countenance is
changed by the power of His presence in our life. We then
become so grateful. It can even show on our face!
Finally, God puts His light inside of us to shine for all
the world to see.

http://varietyreading.carlsguides.com/christian-stories/pumpkin.php

NOTES FROM PASTOR KEITH
We have completed three months together without too many speed bumps and I thought I might take up some
space that might otherwise be used for the New York Times crossword puzzle to share some not-suitable-for-thepulpit thoughts.
•

I am very happy that the parsonage at 606 Williams isn’t located a few doors down. It would be awkward
beyond belief as a pastor to live at 666.

•

It took the thieves in Albuquerque just a li@le more than eight weeks to noKce that my house was
frequently unoccupied. They have gone through it several Kmes in the last week or two, and recently broke
into my workshop formerly ﬁlled with tools. Remember that Albuquerque is the home of something like 27
auto thels a DAY, up about 50% from last year, which was up 50% from the year before. It is useful to
remember Luke 12:15 where Jesus reminds us that life does not consist of an abundance of possessions, or,
as my mother used to say, “If they can live with it, I can live without it.” It is so refreshing and relaxing to be
in Estancia and not wonder if my car will be there when I look out in the morning. (PS, but I found out that
a friend here in Chunkin Town had his truck broken into the night before I wrote this…)

•

I have found out for myself what you already know about the road warp between Albuquerque and
anywhere else: It is farther to drive from Albuquerque to the East Side than vice versa. Just ask any of the
many ABQ folks who asked where the churches I serve are.

•

On a serious note, as we worship every week, religious controversies are being debated and discussed
around the country. I think it’s useful to be informed about the Commission on a Way Forward, the
Nashville Statement and subjects that your friends might bring up. It’s a good idea to know as much as you
can about various issues to be able to form and express prayerfully considered opinions that are in keeping
with the two greatest commandments.
-Pastor Keith

On Sunday the 17th, many of our congregation
attended the a cappella concert performed by the
talented de Profundis Choir within the sanctuary
of the historic Quarai Mission. In spite of the brief
rain shower intermission, everyone enjoyed the
performance.

On Saturday the 16th, Nick Griffo and other members of the Methodist Men’s
group cleaned off the old sign and installed the new lettering, prepared by our own,
Alma Wimsatt. The new sign advertises that Keith Smith is our new EUMC pastor.

Pastor Keith giving the Kings kids sermon about the
parable of the workers in the vineyard. Matthew 20:1-16

Sunday School Surprise!

Congregation filling the athletes snack bags. The church's giving and helping the community

THE ART OF “TRUNK OR TREATING”
While the origins of "trunk-or-treating" are a mystery, the benefits of them are well-known:
less walking for little kids, a safer environment for Halloween, and fun for everyone! Many
churches sponsor these events in various places around the USA, if you've never had a
chance to trunk-or-treat, try it!
The best part of this fun tradition? Decorating your car's trunk to match a specific theme
you choose. Some people keep it simple, and others go all out. The "trick" to it seems to
be finding something you're passionate about--or have a lot of stuff for--and displaying it in
your trunk as creatively as possible. If you've got Christmas lights, sports gear, cardboard,
or fake cobwebs, you can have a creepy or cool trunk in a flash. And if you're feeling a
little more ambitious, your creativity (and budget) is the only limit!
Get inspired for your trunk-or-treat look. Decorating ideas can be flashy and flamboyant to
the simple and sophisticated!
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Worship
9:00 AM
Mtair 11:00 AM

Worship
9:00 AM
Mtair 11:00 AM

Ad Council 8AM:
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ECHO Food
Distribution
8:00 - 12:00

TRUNK or TREAT

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 AM
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GOD'S GOOD GIFTS

by Max Lucado

Every good action and every perfect gift is from God.
James 1:17
Ever feel like you have nothing? Just look at the gifts (GOD) had given you:
He has sent his angels to care for you, his Holy Spirit to dwell in you, his church to encourage
you, and his word to guide you.
Anytime you speak, he listens; make a request and he responds.
He will never let you be tempted too much or stumble too far.
Let a tear appear on your cheek, and he is there to wipe it.
Let a love sonnet appear on your lips, and he is there to hear it.
As much as you want to see him, he wants to see you more....
You have been chosen by Christ...He has claimed you as his beloved.
When Christ comes…
Contributed by Alma Wimsatt

