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FROM THE PASTOR’S KEYBOARD
If you are a Mother, THANK YOU! My
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apologies to non-mothers, including all
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guys, but happiness is not a zero-sum
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doesn’t have any negaKve implicaKons
for anyone else. So again, Thank you to
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all mothers reading this. Your love and
Church Council Chair
Melanie Chavez
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sacriﬁce give us a Kny glimpse of the love
Finance Chair
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that God has for all of us. And like so
Kitchen Crew
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many children we go through phases
Lay Leader Ann. Conf. Delegate, Recording Sec. Elaine Darnell
McMurry College RepresentaKve
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where we lose appreciaKon for the
Membership Nurture
Barbara Simms
incredible love that we have been shown.
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And like a loving mother, God paKently
Music
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waits for us to come to our senses. In 2
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Staﬀ Parrish RelaKons Chair
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Peter we are told: “But do not ignore this
United Methodist Men Chair
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one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
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day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. The
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Lord is not slow about his promise, as
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with you, not wanKng any to perish, but
all to come to repentance.” Some people
Church Council Chair, Lay Leader,
look only at the ﬁrst part of this scripture,
Worship Chair & Recording Secretary
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and try to use it to make Kmelines based
Trustees Chair & Treasurer
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on RevelaKon. “That’s supposed to last
Annual Conference Delegate & Outreach
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three and a half days, that’s 3500 years,
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so that means the Apocalypse will be on
NaKve American Ministries
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Social Concerns Chairpersons
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November 18…” No. Wrong. Silly. If a
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day is like 1,000 years and 1,000 years is
like a day, that can only be true if God exists outside of Kme. As we can look at a yard sKck
(remember yards? They’re .9144 meters) in its enKrety, God can see inﬁnite eons in the past and
future in the same way. But I digress. The Bible is clear, repeatedly, that there will be a day of
judgement. Jesus speciﬁcally talked about a place of “eternal ﬁre prepared for the devil and his
angels” (Mt 25:41). For those who have accepted eternal life, the fact that God might make it all
come to pass today, or 10,000 years aler we pass from this life, is not really a ma@er of concern.

But there are others, who don’t know Jesus as their savior. It’s possible that some of them
accepted Him today. Those souls would have been lost if the day of judgement happened this
morning. So just like a mother who waits paKently for the child who insists that they will hold
their breath unKl they turn blue or get ice cream, God waits paKently for His children to come to
him, to open that door at which He stands and knocks. Just as our mothers deserve our
appreciaKon many more than just one day a year, God deserves our love and obedience every
day.
God bless you.

-Pastor Keith

The Way Forward
The fourth and ﬁnal in a series of meeKngs in the New Mexico Annual Conference on the
Way Forward was held April 22nd at Central UMC in Albuquerque. The meeKng was very well
a@ended, with Senior Pastor Sco@ Sharp expressing thanks (jokingly?) that no ﬁre marshal
was present. A more complete report will be produced by the Conference oﬃce, and might
already be available as you read these words. The history of the issue(s) was given, including
the current eﬀorts to resolve the quesKons, speciﬁcally, of ordinaKon of pracKcing
homosexuals, and same-sex unions performed in our churches and/or by our pastors. The
work of the Commission on the Way Forward, a 32-member body has completed their work,
creaKng ﬁrst three “sketches,” then two “models” of possible courses of acKon. That work
has been presented to the Council of Bishops, which will meet in May to discuss the work.
The Bishops will then create a proposal to be presented to the special General Conference in
February, 2019. Before the General Conference the Judicial Council, the United Methodist
legal body, is scheduled to rule on whether the 2019 General Conference may consider other
proposals, or must limit itself to the proposal(s?) from the Council of Bishops.
At the meeKng in Albuquerque, a@endees were asked, in small groups, to respond to the
four quesKons I outlined in the April newsle@er. At my table, both “sides” of the issues were
represented, and there was agreement at the table, and from the comments shared with all,
that 1. SOME decision would be welcome, rather than “kicking the can down the road,” and
2. We should all act and speak as ChrisKans throughout the process, and remember and
maintain our ChrisKan values.
Since the Bishops’ proposal(s) must be translated into all the languages used by the
worldwide
United Methodist Church, it was predicted that theEUMC
release
will be around July.
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-Pastor Keith

FROM MOUNTAINAIR UMC
January
News:
The council meeting has been moved up a week to Jan. 10th. Time will be 5 PM, as
Hello all
usual, with a potluck dinner before the meeting. As you may know, Amanda and Gary Eggart, Mary
Here are some things that have been going on with the MUMC Admin Council over the last month. We
and Ted Jones, and another lady from Mountainair named Shirley Simmons, will leave on a trip to the
are Land
very proud
Pastor Keith for preaching at the Mountainair Easter Sunrise Service. The word on the
Holy
on Jan.of17th.

street is that he did a great job - never in doubt! We are still wrangling over the concrete parking pad we
want to install
ourDec.
disabled
folks access
theMountainair
church. Trustees
areChurch
investigating
the roof warranty
December
News:to
Onassist
Sunday,
11th, members
of The
Methodist
participated
(leaks
have
again
arrived)
and
possible
installation
of
solar
lights
for
the
Fellowship
Hall.
Wanda
in the annual Christmas Cantata. The title was “Rejoice In His Coming”, and the final piece was “O
Thou
That Tellest
Good Tidings
to Zion”
the “Messiah”
F. Handel.
Giovengo
and Rebecca
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arefrom
answering
the callbyofG.spring
by beautifying sections of the church
exterior. This is one of the responses we identified as part of the Healthy Church Initiative. Maribeth
Patty
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the Director
(andoforganizer,
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and the and
real energy
Dixon
has putwas
together
a couple
children'sand
bags
to help Joseph
Estherbehind
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enjoy the church
performances.)
Dr.
Don
Shockey
was
the
Narrator.
The
Manzano
Mountain
Arts
Council
received
service. More next month. Blessings, Patty Mahoney, Chair
funding from the New Mexico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the National
Endowment for the Arts. This funding paid for a professional Accompanist, named Kathleen Ryan.
She was such a wonderful addition to the group, and I'm sure that is why everyone said this was our
best performance yet. Virginia Hinds also worked as the rehearsal accompanist and was a soloist for
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Sent with a prayer to:
Estancia United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 126
Estancia, NM 87016

PROMISES TO HELP YOU FIND HOLINESS IN THE ORDINARY

from “Joy for the Journey”
Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loads us with benefits.
The God of our salvation.
Psalm 68:19
My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we
know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.
1John 5:18
The light of the eyes rejoices the hearts And a good report makes the bones healthy.
Proverbs 15:30
In the morning sow your seed, And in the evening do not withhold your hand. For you do not
know which will prosper, Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be good.
Ecclesiastes 11:6
complied and editied by Terri Gibbs.
-Contributed by Alma Wimsatt

