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Sunday Worship 9:00 AM
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Fifty Years as Organist!
Full-page ads in the Estancia News-Herald in late 1945 invited the public “To Hear The Famous $1,800 Hammond
Electric ORGAN at the Estancia Methodist Church, Sunday, January 20th, 10:45 to 12:00 O’clock.” This is the
organ I play every week.
According to church records, the organ was purchased “by popular subscription.” I think that means everyone
chipped in. A $600 down payment was made, and the final installment of $147.16 was made in 1947, the year I was
born.
There is a calculator online that tells what a dollar was worth in any particular year, and, according to that site,
$1,800 in 1946 was the equivalent of $21,667 today. This was definitely a major purchase.
Frances West was the first organist, and the church history published in 2005 lists many of those who followed her.
When I was growing up, the organist was usually a high school student. Many kids took piano lessons, and the
transition to organ is not difficult. The ones I remember were Sharon Herndon, Frankeye Earnest, Earl Parker, Jr.,
Bill Mattingly, and Sue Mattingly.
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I started taking piano lessons in the second grade, and when I was in about the 8th grade Earl Parker, Jr. taught me
how to turn the instrument on (you have to hold your mouth just right), what all the extra buttons were for (it’s not as
complicated as it looks), and how it required a different “touch” from that used on the piano. I played some special
music on occasion, and early on I started making note of the dates I played each piece, so I wouldn’t bore the
congregation with repetition. The earliest date I can find is 1962.
When Sue Mattingly graduated, I took over. I think I had just finished my freshman year in high school. I played
until I graduated, and when I returned from college I started playing again. I’m still playing, fifty years later.
What happened? Well, when I was in the third grade, we got our first television set. Before long, everybody had
televisions, and playing the piano, listening to the radio, playing canasta, and sitting on the front porch greeting
passersby were replaced with “I Love Lucy” and “Gunsmoke” and eventually “Dancing with the Stars.”
The instrument itself makes sound electromechanically. Wikipedia says it uses “additive synthesis of waveforms
from harmonic series made by mechanical tonewheels that rotate in front of electromagnetic pickups.” I only have a
vague concept of what that means; the key word is “rotate.” There are actually moving parts in it, as opposed to
electronic instruments. And since the amplifier was made before transistors were invented, there are a number of
vacuum tubes inside.
The bottom line is that this instrument isn’t going to last forever. I’d worry about that, but I worry much more about
who is going to play it when I’m gone. This is a problem facing churches all over the country. Is the future of music
in our church going to be boom boxes and karaoke?
Well, enough doom and gloom. We have a 66-year-old machine that still works pretty well with only a few groans
and hums and whistles played by a 64-year-old man who still performs about as well. We should both have a few
good years left.
-Morrow Hall
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Stained Glass Project
The month of January was a fairly productive month. Some of the major accomplishments included: 1) Completed
and installed two windows in the partition; 2) installed two previously finished windows in the partition; 3)
continued and started the assembly of three other windows for the partition; 4) designed the one remaining window
for the partition; 5) completed and installed the three segments of the north vestibule window; 6) removed the east
vestibule window for structural repairs; 7) completed several of the “Rose Window” petals, with only two left for
assembly.
The repair of the East Vestibule window will be the top priority to allow the stained glass segments to start the
assembly process. We have all the materials needed for the assembly. Jon Shively has completed making the trim
for the three “ Tomb” windows and has the information needed to get the material for the remaining nine windows
above the “Tomb” windows.
-Mel Stephenson

Mel removing East
Vestibule Window
3-Segment North Vestibule Window
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Rose Window Petal
Sylvia Levy

Methodist Men
The Methodist Men met on January 21 at the Old Mill. Harry Irvin asked to step down as treasurer of the
organization. Don Fitzner volunteered to replace Harry as treasurer. At this time the Methodist Men have
over $300 in the treasury. Don and Jon Shively will meet at the bank to setup a new set of signature
cards.
The men discussed possible ways to improve the handicapped ramp at Caroline Moore’s home for Terry
Moore. The current ramp is a temporary one and something better needs to be constructed. Jon
presented several problems with constructing a ramp that complies with the AHA association
specifications. A forward and right angle types of ramps were discussed. Jon was commissioned to work
out some designs which will be reviewed by a couple of the members.
The installation was completed on the north upper windows and a few of the smaller windows are now
ready for installation. Jon said he would have the wood trim for the north lower windows completed next
for staining. The need for a platform for the scaffolding was discussed.
Immanuel Baptist church invited the Methodist Men to attend their breakfast on Jan. 28th.

Joyous Singers
The Joyous singers will continue to meet on Tuesday’s at 4pm. Terry Moore has volunteered to join the
singing group.
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FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Recently Rev. Spooner reminded us that the glass shop project will soon be coming to an end. What a
wonderful project it has been. All of us that are involved can attest to the fact that it has indeed been a
blessing to be a part of it---a chance to use talents we didn’t know we had and to learn new skills. The
pastor’s reminder is a good one because we need to be thinking ahead about where God may be leading
us. And we need to be in a listening mode in order to hear what is being said to us and to know what new
opportunities God will present to us.
A change of preachers is also in our near future and we need to be in prayer that the Lord will send
someone that we need and needs us. We have been rolling along like the tumbling tumble weed and
now things are changing and we need to be prepared by praying about the coming changes.
Because of a number of circumstances, the economy being one of them, the cost of utilities and church
upkeep for our facilities have been on the rise. Folks continue to bring in supplies, clean the church and
many other things that you may not be aware of. This is done so that when you come to church the
building is clean and the church is ready for us to worship. All of this is done in the name of God’s love
as shown through his people.
The Church Council is asking you to reflect on how you can share by perhaps giving a little more then
you have been and/or consider giving more regularly. Consider how many blessings God has given us
and how we can better share those blessings. As you prayerfully consider how you might might
increase your giving, start by thanking God for all he has given to us. Just the freedom to come to church
and worship is a blessing that others in the world do not have.
Remember, also, that part of the money you give goes beyond our local church to support many
ministries where people do not have the gifts that we enjoy. I have had opportunity to visit many of these
ministries in other parts of the world and know that the dollar you contribute is put to very good use. In
fact, the reason I was sent many times, was to check to be sure that the right folks were getting the food
and supplies they needed just to survive. In spite of their poor situations, these people were always very
thankful for what they had and were also willing to share with those that had less.
Blessings, Marcia Fitzner

EDITOR’S NOTE… Last month we were unable to get June and Pastor Charlie’s thank you
note into the newsletter. They asked that we print their sincere “Thank You” for their Christmas
gift donation from the congregation.
On another note, please remember to thank June and Pastor Charlie for their generous
donation of a new vented microwave oven for our kitchen. The trustees will be installing it
soon in the space over the free-standing stove at the south end of the kitchen.

Angels...........as explained By Children:
Some of the angels are in charge of helping heal sick animals and pets. And if they don't make the
animals get better, they help the child get over it. - Vicki , age 8

!
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“Puttin’ on the Ritz”
Valentine’s Dinner
Friday February 10
6:30 PM
Estancia UMC
$7.00 Adults; $5.00 Children
Proceeds to go to the Stained Glass Window Project

For Your Enjoyment:
Entertainment
By
Banjo Bob!
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Many Hands
Make Light
Work

enchantment
The Voice of New Mexico’s Rural Electric Cooperatives

MANY
HANDS
MAKE
LIGHT
WORK

Another Great Article
We hope everyone got to see the latest Enchantment magazine with our church featured as the cover
story. Our stained glass window project continues to get notoriety of the best kind. We want to thank
free-lance writer, Karen Kirsch, for her good writing and hard work to get this published. Karen first
discussed the project with her friends, Gayle and Lowell Clark, and local photographer, Pat Baca, came
out to take the great pictures. Karen gathered most of her information from the church’s website as well
as from recorded interviews from each of the glass workers. She paid particular attention to getting the
story right and correctly identifying all of the participants. Below is Karen’s contact information if you
would like to send your thanks…
Karen L. Kirsch
9994 Byers Rd,!
Louisville, OH 44641
Email: KarenLK46@aol.com
(330) 877-0041
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Sent with a prayer to:
Estancia United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 126
Estancia, NM 87016

“TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE” #399
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-79) was born into an
Anglican family, at Astley in Worcestershire, England.
Her father, William Henry Havergal, was a clergyman,
writer and composer, and Frances inherited his artistic
gifts. Frances begun reading and memorizing the Bible at
the age of four and at seven she wrote her first poems.
She is best known for this simple expression of deep
religious feeling but also wrote other hymns such as
"Like a River Glorious" and "Who Is on the Lord's
Side?" as well as religious tracts and works for children.
In frail health for much of her life, Frances died of
peritonitis at Caswell Bay on the Gower Peninsula in
Wales.
In February of 1874, just five years before her death,
Frances was visiting the home of a friend where there
were several guests, some of whom had no knowledge of
what it meant to be a Christian, while the rest were not
happy in their faith. A longing came upon the evangelical
hymn writer and God gave her the prayer, "Lord, give me
all in this house." Her prayer was answered and before
Frances left that house, everyone had received a blessing.
She was too happy to sleep and lying awake in the small
hours, Frances spent the time praying and writing this
hymn.

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-79)

