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Pastor: Rev. Charles Spooner
600 Williams, P. O. Box 126, Estancia, NM 87016
Church Office 384-5215
Parsonage 384-2710
email: spoonernote@gmail.com

Your Church Staff
Chairperson of Church Council
Mel Stephenson
Recording Secretary
Vickie Coburn
Organist
Morrow Hall
Lay Member of the Annual Conference
Marcia Fitzner
Chairperson: Board of Trustees
Bill Simms
Worship Team Leader
Pam Lambert
Education Team Leader
Leslie Fastnacht
Chairperson: Missions
Marcia Fitzner
Care and Outreach Team Leader
Jan Winn
Chairperson: Pastor Parish Relations
Jim Wyman
Chairperson: Finance Committee
Marcia Fitzner
Financial Secretary
Vickie Coburn
Church Treasurer
Sylvia Levy
President UMM
Jon Shively
McMurry Rep
Charles Spooner
Sacramento Camp Rep
Cheryl Chavez

Bishop: D. Max Whitfield
District Superintendent: Rev. Jim Hawk

Please visit us on the web:
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/estancia

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM
Adult Sunday School 10:15 AM

SPOONOTE:...February- Love exchange month!

I googled (searched) “Valentine” on the web for some ideas. “It is the traditional day on which
lovers express their love for each other by sending Valentine cards.” As Christians we can
celebrate this holiday with our loved ones, but isn’t this expression of love an everyday
(lifetime) activity?
The Christian message is that “God so loved the world that He expressed His eternal love
for us through His action in the Christ.” Note, this expression is operational daily and
forever. This brings me to ask, do we return the love expressed by how we live? God
desires us to be responsive to His love! How do we do that?
We do it by our commitment to be his follower. This commitment takes centering our life in
Him, working the relationship and being in dialogue (prayer) with Him. It’s not a one day
a week or year activity.
John Wesley wrote to his societies that to continue to evidence their desire of salvation,
the people should by attending upon the ordinances of God; such are. 1. The public
worship of God, 2. The ministry of the Word, either read or expounded. 3. The Supper of
the Lord. 4. Family and private prayer. 5. Searching the scriptures. 6. Fasting or abstinence.
What is your response, how often and with what conviction?

-Pastor Charlie
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METHODIST MEN MAKEOVER MISSIONS

The Methodist Men completed the repair and installation of three broken windows in a
house trailer. The repair was requested by a 90 year old woman living in the trailer
alone with no means of making the repairs. The cost of installing the glass in the old
metal frames was approximately $68. She had also asked to have the weeds removed from
her surrounding property which has not yet been completed. There is also one other weed
abatement task yet to be completed. Both projects have been held up by the scheduling
problems and weather conditions
The Methodist Men also completed construction of a new set of bookshelves for the
Education Building to hold Children’s Church school supplies. Once the shelves are
painted, they will be set up at the rear of the building under the space heater.
The president and treasurer of the Methodist Men met with officials of Wells Fargo to set up a checking
account. The account is for use by the Methodist Men to disburse expenses related to makeover tasks
such as the one just completed. The account name is Estancia United Methodist because the full title of
the organization was larger than the number of characters set by the bank.
The Methodist Men have been involved in support for the stained glass project by supporting the glass
artists with the construction of installation tools, tables for glass work, and wood trim to support the
stained glass against the window frame to the external window. Another continuing task is to make sure
the external windows are properly aligned with the window frames. Other work involved support for the
installation of the stained glass windows on the north and east side of the sanctuary.

-Jon Shively

THANK YOU....

Thanks to all who furnished shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child. Eighty-four shoe boxes were sent
out from all over our community. Children around the world were blessed by
your kindness. Christie and I are still collecting shoe-boxes for this next year.
THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!

-Bonnie Thomas

Reserve next Sunday, February 8th for an after church Magic Show for the children.
Following the show there will be a short Vacation Bible School preparation meeting
for the parents and volunteers wanting to participate in this year’s VBS.

Aloha Luau

(Pick up your tickets now at the Ed Bldg)

We will be having a sit down dinner, belated Valentine Dinner, with all the trimmings
provided. This will be a great night out, with good food, great fellowship, and fun!

Estancia UMC --February 22, 2009-- 6:00 PM --$7.00 Adult--$5.00 Child
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Stained Glass Project

It appears the initial problems, common to all projects of this magnitude with mostly
inexperienced personnel, are under control and progress is increasing every day. The Methodist
Cross window was installed on January 24 and only the trim and finish remain. We will wait
until the lower window is installed to complete the trim and finish. The other two windows, Jesus
praying and the first Nativity scene, that are being worked on, may be installed on January 31.
The second window of the Nativity scene has been started and should get finished and installed in
February.
The Methodist Cross window was featured on the front of the Church bulletin on January 25 from
a picture taken by Pastor Spooner following the installation.
Della will teach a beginners stained glass class on Saturdays, February 7 and 14 from 9:00 AM
to 1:00 PM. Lunch will be provided following the class. The first class is already full (6 students),
however, if anyone else is interested in the class, please let Della know and she will advise you if
there is a cancellation. If there is enough interest, Della may schedule another class later in the
year.
-Mel Stephenson

Mel Stephenson putting finishing
touches on Methodist Cross window

Ladd Hagmaier and Mel Stephenson
installing our first stained glass window!
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Methodist Cross window finally in place!

Window #2
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane

Window #3
Della Stephenson and Marcia Fitzner finalizing center Nativity window
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Administrative Council News

The Council met on January 22 to take action on several items and discuss some topics in
planning for 2009. The action items included: (1) closing the old Youth Bank Account and
putting the balance in the General Account under a specific category set aside for a future Youth
Group; 2) adding the new Finance Committee Chairperson to the General Bank Account
signature card; and (3) paying the total Property Insurance premium rather than monthly
installments to save money. This last item was deemed to be the best for the church since the
Treasurer’s report we had a bank balance of over $14,000.00 as of December 31, 2008.
The Treasurer’s report also showed that our total income for 2008 was over $1,800 more than our
total expenses and we have met all our obligations.
Pastor Spooner provided information on a proposed dinner as a fund raiser to send children to
Sacramento Camp. The dinner will be organized by June Spooner. The remaining members
present did not present reports since their committees had not met and the Chair wanted to
discuss some planning topics.
The topics included the following:
1. Budget Distribution to Committees
2. Review of Church practices and Policies
3. Recruiting New Workers
4. Identifying Committee Chair Replacements
5.Committee Reporting
Item1 is to insure that each committee knows exactly what their budget is as defined in the
annual budget approved by the Charge Conference. Each committee will be held accountable for
their area of responsibility and budget.
Item 2 identifies the need to periodically review all practices and policies to ensure that
committees focus on the effectiveness of the Church in helping and serving the community and
congregation.
Items 3 and 4 are related because we are actively and continually searching for new leadership
and identifying those who could fill a committee chair if circumstances required this action. We
also need to identify helpers for key positions, such as the Treasurer. This will assist the lay
leadership group in recommending individuals who are willing, able, and capable.
Item 5 is a reminder that reporting of ALL activities in each committee’s area of responsibility
must be reported. It is highly recommended that reports to the Council be in writing to assist in
a more productive meeting and to help insure that everything is covered.
It was also recommended that we regularly evaluate our programs to insure we are fulfilling our
mission of serving the community, including our congregation.
-Mel Stephenson, Chairman

I said a Valentine prayer for you
and asked the Lord above
to fill your heart and bless your soul
With the precious gift of love.
I asked Him for sincere love
The kind that‘s meant to stay
Just like the generous love
You give to those you touch each day.
I prayed for love from family
And from every cherished friend
Then I asked the Lord to give you
His love that knows no end.
~ Author Unknown

