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Please visit us on the web:
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Prayer Concerns

• Peter Sanchez
• Sue Dile

• Marcella Reynolds
• Shirley Solomon
• Shawna Horton
• Pam‘s Sister
• Billy & Dustin Newsom
• Debbie Gallegos and Mildred Griffo
• Tracy Sedillo
• The United Methodist Men’s group and
their ministries
• A friend or family member who dose not
have a relationship with Jesus
• This congregation and if leaders &

finances

• The men and women of the armed forces
• National Ieaders and the leaders of the
world

Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Nursery Provided

From Pastor Gary
Where Is Our Faith
Are we truly interested in following Jesus with our whole heart or do we wish to go our own way and
do our own thing? This is an issue we face. It is not something we face once or twice in our life or
even in once or twice in year. It is an issue we face regularly as often as we are tempted. Do we do
what we know is right. It is a matter of being autonomous (deciding our own will) or
surrendering our will to God’s and living his way.
In the case of Rev. Ed Johnson, the United Methodist church as a whole faced this issue
recently. He refused to receive a man into church membership who was a practicing
homosexual. In a brief synopsis, his bishop directed him to receive the man. Pastor Ed
refused based on conscience, his understanding of scripture and the Discipline. The
bishop took it before the board of ordained ministry and then to the clergy session of the
annual conference. Pastor Ed was placed on involuntary leave without pay for failure to
submit to the direction of his superiors. The Judicial Council overruled the judgment
based on violation of “due process”. The more important ruling had to do with whether
the pastor has the authority to determine the “readiness” of a person to join the church.
The issue of “readiness” in this case did not have as much to do with the man being
homosexual as one might think. It is not about a particular sin that is in the hot seat.
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Whether the man was homosexual or heterosexual is not the main concern. It is more basic than that.
Suppose the man thought affairs were okay and was in the middle of one. What if he was single and
didn’t see anything wrong with sleeping around and had many one night stands or lived with his
girlfriend? Would he be “ready” to join the church, teach Sunday school, or be on the Ad-Council? Of
course not. Folks, it comes down to one word-Obediance. The particular sin is not the main concern.
The main concern is whether we take God at his word and live his way. Or, do we fudge when it comes
to our private sins we like. The Great Commission to make disciples included “teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded” or are we to accept un-Christian behavior into our local churches?
The church is not a country club nor is it a health club. It is not a civic organization or a self-help
group. The first vow one takes in joining the church is, “To renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,
reject the evil powers of the world, and repent of their sin;” (Book of Discipline, 2004, paragraph 217.1,
page 137) Paragraph 217.3, “To confess Jesus Christ as Savior”. A person can not confess Jesus as
Savior while harboring sin in the heart. We are not talking about making a slip when being tempted.
We are talking about “practicing sin” (1 John 3:9). A person cannot “repent” while refusing to give up
sin.
Pastor Ed did what was right, and while there are those inside the church and those outside as well
who would like to see the UMC make a change in regards to homosexuality, we don‘t quit or give up
and go somewhere else. We fight the good fight. Here is some good news. In the past nine general
conferences (or in the last 36 years), it has been stated with increasing margins that homosexual
practices are not to be condoned by the church.
The question still remains, where are you when it comes to “following Jesus”? Are you trying to be
autonomous (deciding our own will) or surrendering our will to God’s and living his way?
-Pastor Gary

FINANCE COMMITTEE

At the Administrative meeting on January 30, 2006, the Ministerial Support for 2006 was adjusted
since the Church cannot contribute to the Pastor’s Pension as he is not a full time employee per the
District Office. Therefore, it was agreed to increase the amount of the Pastor’s Investment Plan (PIP)
by $3,861.00. This results in a total PIP withholding of $6,261.00. The result of these adjustments
result in a yearly savings of $624.00 or $52.00 per month for the Church. The total Ministerial
Support budget will be $34,161.00 versus the $34,785.00 approved at the 2005 Charge Conference.
The Finance Committee is planning to issue a quarterly report, broken down by month, to the Church.
The report will show the income, budget, actual expenses, and remaining budget for the major
categories in the budget. The Property Care/Utilities category will be further divided since there is a
significant change in utilities from winter to summer. We feel this will be an effective tool to keep the
Church informed of the financial condition and help in preparing the 2007 budget.
-Mel Stephenson, Chairperson
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DUTIES OF THE HISTORIAN
• Survey and organize the Church Records
• Locate missing records
Most of our history we found in the minutes: Minutes should be written in a bound book. When the minute
book is filled up, it should be turned over to the historian. At the end of the year, the historian
should bring the history up to date. When organizing the materials for the history book, we
found that the UMW was the only committee that kept their minutes in a bound book until the
last few years when some of their minutes are missing, and the rest are in spiral notebooks,
or just loose papers. Roberts Rules of Order state that the minutes should be written in a
bound book. Minutes do not belong to the secretary!
I have asked for minutes of committees several times but none seems to have any to
give to me. When leaving a chairmanship, the retiring chairman should give his
or her records to the incoming chairman. Mel Stephenson is the only one I know who has
done that and the minute book should be delivered to the incoming secretary.
Home for the Church Archives: At the present time, most of the church records are in my
ceramic room in my home. They don’t belong there and we need to find a home for them in
the church facilities. I purchased storage boxes and we have pretty well organized the
materials we could find. I still need to mark the boxes and go through some of the
material we used in compiling the history book.
Membership Statistics: I have on my computer, a spreadsheet which contains the membership statistics i.e.
dates and information re: baptisms, full membership, transfer in and transfer out, marriages, deaths, etc.
When Rev. Neething was pastor here, he transferred this information from my computer to the church
computer. I don’t know if it is still on the church computer or not. He also put it on a CD which is located
in one of the boxes the records are stored in. I transferred some of the information from the spread sheet
and put it on disks
Records to Keep: Administrative reports; Charge conference reports; Administrative Board Reports;.
Architectural drawings; blueprints, maps, legal documents, and deeds; Annual Budget; Sunday
worship bulletins and newsletters; and Local church committee records.
Heritage Sunday: Heritage Sunday is always April 23 or the Sunday following. I feel that
we celebrated Heritage Sunday at our Saturday night banquet last year at our 100th
Anniversary celebration. Several past and present members spoke of their experiences
while attending our church. We also delivered our history book to each family at that time.
I cannot stress too much, the importance of putting your minutes in a bound book, when it is
full deliver it to the church historian and start a new bound minute book. The minute book
should have reports of committees attached to the minutes or in a marked envelope. The
historian cannot write up the history if he/she does not have the information.
Another thing we found was that people, particularly past ministers, don’t date anything or sign their
names. I am sure some of the dates and names of pastors are incorrect in the history book because we had
to go strictly on memory or what someone told us. It is very important to DATE everything.
-Ethel Floyd, History Committee Chairman
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HISTORY COMMITTEE HONORS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

The History Committee recently decided to use their remaining funds to purchase
electronic carillon chimes for our church in honor of our 100th anniversary that
we celebrated last July 31st. The system will consist of a computer driven
amplifier and a weather proof speaker system in the bell tower. The system can
be scheduled to automatically play bells or hymns or Westminster chimes at any
time as well as special holiday music as appropriate.

What is a Carillon?

A carillon is a musical instrument composed of at least 23 carillon bells, arranged in chromatic
sequence, so tuned as to produce concordant harmony when many bells are sounded together. It is
played from a keyboard that allows expression through variation of touch. The keys are struck
with the half-closed hand. In addition, the larger bells are connected to foot pedals.
Although bells were first made by man during the Bronze Age, it was not until the 15th century
that Flemish bell founders discovered the process of accurately tuning bells. The art of making
carillon bells almost died out by the 19th century. It is only in the 20th century that carillon bell
founding was revived and has surpassed the quality and tuning of 15th century bells.
The world‘s greatest concentration of carillons is still in the Low Countries of Europe (Belgium,
The Netherlands, northern France and northwest Germany). The art of the carillon has spread
world wide, however, with instruments on every continent except Antarctica. Nearly 200 exist in
North America.

Administrative Council News

The Administrative Board met as a group with committee members in order to review duties and to
discuss where everyone fits into the picture. I plan, as chair, to have more of these events for the
purpose of training as well as to practice working together as a group, which should make the whole
process go better. Concerning the regular meeting of the Administrative Board, we had called a
meeting because we had to deal with some immediate issues. We also decided that we will meet
once a quarter, and will call meetings to deal with specific needs only as necessary. I know everyone
was disappointed to have fewer meetings, but we thought it would be more efficient this way. We
are looking forward to a great year, having come through some hard times. I am very pleased to say
that all of the church bills are current, apportionments were 100%paid due to the hard work of this
congregation. The extra things that all of you do: the extra supplies, the cleaning of the church and
many many other things that all of you do has enabled us to come out just within our budget. This
new year we look forward to doing more ministry work in our community, and I know that by
working together we can do great things for the Lord. Please feel free to contact any of us on the
board should you have any questions.
-Marcia Fitzner, Ad Council Chair
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Mountainair UMC News
On Sunday evening, January 29, the Mountainair UMC hosted the Mountainair
5th Sunday Sing. The church was full! and it was a wonderful sight (and
sound). Pastor Gary led the service and several churches provided the
special music. (MUMC did not offer any special music because 1/4 of our
choir was in south Texas (Wray Simmons) and 1/2 the choir was in Egypt
(Mary Jones and Shirley Simmons)! Refreshments and lots of chatter followed.

HOLY LAND TRIP

Shirley Simmons

Pastor Gary

Ted Jones

Mary Jones

Amanda Eggart

In January Pastor Gary and Amanda as well as Shirley Simmons and Mary and Ted Jones from
Mountainair made a trip to the Holy Land. Following are pictures and commentary from their trip.
It was great to be at these places where Jesus lived and ministered, to be in the Antonio Fortress
where Jesus was scourged and the soldiers mocked Jesus, to see the pool of Bethesda where Jesus
healed a man who had been an invalid for 38 years. These places were where miracles happened
and lives were changed. Growing up we see manger scenes of wood and think of a wooden stable.
But the manger Jesus was born in was a cave and the feeding trough Jesus was laid in was made
out of stone. One of my favorite places we went was Mt Carmel where Elijah duked it out with 400
prophets of Baal (1 Kings18:16-40). We stood on top of Mt Megiddo and looked over the Jezeral
Valley. This is where the battle of Armageddon is to take place (Rev. 16:16). I would recommend
everyone see the Holy Land. It was a great trip.
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Jesus was invited to a wedding in Cana where he turned water into wine (John 2). A church was built
on top of this wedding site. Amanda and I (along with all the other couples) renewed our wedding
vows.

Peter’s Primacy Two important things took place here. First was the Feeding of the 5,000 with two
fish and the five loaves. Second, in John 21 eight of the disciples fished all night and caught
nothing. In the morning Jesus shows up (this is after the resurrection) and tells them to throw the
net on the right side of the boat and they caught so many they couldn’t haul the net in. When they
got to shore Jesus had breakfast ready--“a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some
bread” In 21:15-25 Jesus reinstates Peter by asking him 3 times do you love me? Peter said “Yes
you know that I love you”. and Jesus told him to feed his sheep.
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This is a close up of the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. The Wailing Wall was part of the retaining wall that King
Herod built around the Temple. In the book of Ezra, the exiles returning to Jerusalem from Babylon in 536 BC
rebuilt Solomon‘s temple. Herod did some remolding of the temple but then he built The Temple Mount which
covers 35 acres with the temple in the middle. In Mark 13 the disciples called attention to the magnificent
building and “what massive stones”. Some of the stones Herod used in building the wall around the Temple (or
Temple Mount) are 20’ long, 4‘ wide, 3’ high and I believe our guide said they weigh 20,000 lbs. In Mark 13
Jesus also predicted the destruction of the Temple. In 70 AD the Romans destroyed the Temple. The only thing
left was part of the south wall of the Temple Mount and is now know as the Wailing Wall. An interesting side
note, Jerusalem is built on Mt. Moriah and the temple was built on the very top of the mountain. If you
remember in Genesis 22 when God tested Abraham to “Sacrifice him (Isaac) there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains I will tell you” (vs. 2). It was on top of Mt. Moriah where Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac
and God stopped him. And in 2 Samuel 24 King David decides to count his fighting men. God says don’t. David
does it anyway. God is going to punish David and He gives David his choice of punishment: 3 yrs famine, 3
months fleeing from his enemies, or 3 days of plague. David refuses to choose but pleads for God’s mercy and
God sends 3 days of plague. David wants to build an alter so he can make sacrifice to God to stop the plague.
God directed David to the top of Mt. Moriah. However, it is owned by Araunah and he has a thrashing floor
built in the exact spot David wants to build an alter. David buys it and make his sacrifice and the plague stops.
This alter on Mt Moriah is also the same spot Solomon built the temple when he was king.

My favorite spot to visit was the Garden tomb. It
was discovered in 1883 by a British general,
Charles Gordon. There is no way to know for sure
if this was where Jesus was buried or not, but it fits
the description in the gospels. More than likely,
this was the type of tomb. In the picture you can
see the step at the door way. This step is set in
what looks like a stone trough which is where a
round stone would roll back and forth to open and
close the opening of the tomb. Remember the
women on the morning of the resurrection where
wondering who was going to roll the stone away.
During the excavation of this site they discovered a
round stone which would cover the opening of the
tomb and it dates back to the time of Jesus.
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Matthew 11: 20-24: 20 Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been
performed, because they did not repent. 21"Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles
that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago
in sackcloth and ashes. 22But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of
judgment than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down
to the depths. If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have
remained to this day. 24But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment
than for you.”

The “Church” over the years has built
churches at particular sites where
Jesus ministered. The Sermon on the
Mount and the Feeding of the 5,000
both take place in Galilee. The Sea of
Galilee is surrounded by mountains.
(No. 200) This is where Jesus
preached the sermon on the Mount
and we find that in Matthew 5.
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This is what is left of the synagogue in Capernaum...It is possible that if these cities had
accepted and believed in Jesus they would be cities today and not lay in ruins. Also in the
synagogue in Capernaum (Matt. 17: 24-27) the disciples were questioned whether Jesus paid
the temple tax. Jesus told Peter to go fishing and he caught a fish and found a coin to pay the
temple tax. It was exciting to see where all these things took place.

Ceasera.

Wading in the Jordan river

Tell Megiddo--this was built and destroyed 25
times. King David destroyed it and then Solomon
rebuilt.

READY OR NOT!

Ready or not, some day it will all come to an end. There will be no more sunrises, no days, no hours or minutes.
All the things you collected, whether treasured or forgotten, will pass to someone else.
Your wealth, fame and temporal power will shrivel to irrelevance.
It will not matter what you owned or what you were owed.
Your grudges, resentments, frustrations, and jealousies will finally disappear.
So, too, your hopes, ambitions, plans, and to-do lists will all expire.
The wins and losses that once seemed so important will fade away.
It won’t matter where you came from, or on what side of the tracks you lived.
It won’t matter whether you were beautiful or brilliant.
Your gender, skin color, ethnicity will be irrelevant.
So what will matter? How will the value of your days be measured?
What will matter is not what you bought, but what you built; not what you got, but what you gave.
What will matter is not your success, but your significance.
What will matter is not what you learned, but what you taught.
What will matter is every act of integrity, compassion, courage and sacrifice that enriched, empowered or
encouraged others to emulate your example.
What will matter is not your competence, but your character.
What will matter is not how many people you knew, but how many will feel a lasting loss when you’re gone.
What will matter is not your memories, but the memories of those who loved you.
What will matter is how long you will be remembered, by whom and for what.
Living a life that matters doesn’t happen by accident.
It’s not a matter of circumstance but of choice.

Choose to live a life that matters.

OUR MISSION
To honor God through our worship, ministry and discipleship based on God’s Word; supporting one another with
Christian Fellowship and reaching out to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

