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600 Williams, P. O. Box 126, Estancia, NM 87016
Church Office 384-5215
Parsonage 384-2710
email: spoonernote@gmail.com

Your Church Staff
Chairperson of Church Council
Recording Secretary
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Lay Member of the Annual Conference
Chairperson: Board of Trustees
Worship Team Leader
Education Team Leader
Chairperson: Missions
Care and Outreach Team Leader
Chairperson: Pastor Parish Relations
Chairperson: Finance Committee
Financial Secretary
Church Treasurer
President UMM
McMurry Rep
Sacramento Camp Rep

Mel Stephenson
Vickie Coburn
Morrow Hall
Marcia Fitzner
Bill Simms
Melanie Chavez
Leslie Fastnacht
Marcia Fitzner
Jim Wyman
Marcia Fitzner
Vickie Coburn
Sylvia Levy
Jon Shively
Charles Spooner
Cheryl Chavez

Bishop: D. Max Whitfield
District Superintendent: Rev. Jim Hawk

To see this newsletter in color, visit our website at:
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/estancia

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM
Adult Sunday School 10:15 AM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
CAMP E.D.G.E.
On July 13-17, our Vacation Bible School children
learned how to Experience and Discover God
Everywhere at Camp E.D.G.E. The camp
director, Leslie Fastnacht, transformed our
sanctuary and education building into a forest
campsite - complete with trees, rocks, and a
beautiful waterfall. She also starred in the daily
skits as the ever-popular Sparx the Fox puppet,
along with Nathan Cohen as Blaze.
About forty children met every morning in the
sanctuary to sing songs, watch the skits and pray
with Pastor Charlie. Julie Griffo led the songs and
also appeared as Extreme Jean, who showed how extreme sports require a variety of gear as well as courage, strength
and protection from God. Then the children had the opportunity to play games led by Melanie Chavez and meet
important people from the Bible, portrayed by Leslie, Pastor Charlie, John Creamer and Julie. Their group leaders,
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including Mariah and Nathan Cohen, Vickie and Carly Coburn, and Butch and Jordan McGee, led them in their
Bible lessons and helped them make crafts. Della and Mel Stephenson showed them how to discover and learn
about God through science projects. Then, everyone enjoyed the delicious snacks prepared by Cheryl Chavez.
Leaders, and children alike, had a wonderful week, experiencing and discovering God that would not have
been possible without everyone’s help. Many thanks to all who made Camp E.D.G.E. happen, including Jason
Fastnacht, Alma Wimsatt who cleaned up every day, Bill Simms as photographer, and all who donated
supplies.
-Julie Griffo

Extreme Jean
(Julie)

Cheryl helping with snacks

Butch!
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Mel and Della Helping with
science experiments
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Snack Time

Jordan & Butch

Melanie

Leslie
Mariah
and
Nathan

Vickie
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Stained Glass Project
July was another very productive month, even though we suspended window making activities a week for Vacation
Bible School. In addition, one of our main artists was absent for several days. We initially estimated that it would
take up to four years to complete the job; however, if we can maintain the current pace, we could be done in less
than two years. This new estimate is based on the fact that we have completed over 35% of the job in the first nine
months. This estimate may be a little optimistic since the 12 largest windows have not been started and we have
only completed, installed and stained, the trim on one set of two windows. Although completing the trim does not
take a long time, compared to making a stained glass window, it does take some time.
We have shown photographs of our work to professional stained glass artists in Albuquerque and they were very
impressed. They were very nice to say that our work looked professional. I think most people in the congregation
and others are pleased with the windows installed to-date. In fact, we have had some very complementary
comments and they wonder how we accomplish the scenes. The window depicting Jesus Knocking at the Door gets
many questions on how we achieved the three dimensional appearance. It is very interesting to hear some of the
comments on how we accomplish these end results. Of course, we just say it is God’s work, not ours.
-Mel Stephenson

Newly Installed

Ready to Install
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Final Stages
Below are two more examples of the many great projects our glass artists are making to sell to help
fund the church’s window project. The horse is by Gayle Clark and the sunflower by Butch McGee.
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FINANCE
I can't believe that its August already! I don't know why time seems to go by so fast and I haven’t done
as many things as I intended.
Annual Conference, in Odessa,Tx. this year, has come and gone. We were fortunate to get the
Spooners back with our congregation to be our spiritual leaders for another year. We are now used to
working with a part-time pastor whose time doesn’t always include a nine to five schedule.
Reports from regional committees included some distressing things going on in the church. One case in
particular, was a report from the Lydia Patterson School, in El Paso, who ministers mainly to students
living across the Mexican border. Many times, as these students approach the bridge, they encounter
gun battles or dead bodies. The situation in Mexico appears to be much worse then we had thought.
Parents are afraid to send their children to school and the staff is afraid for their students. We must
keep them in our prayers.
We are so fortunate to live in a community where our children can walk the streets safely.
We are fortunate that members of our church continue to stay active, in spite of the economy and all
the difficult things going on around us. We may sometimes think that what happens beyond our
church and community do not effect us, but that is not so. Little did I know that I could be so
concerned about a situation so far away and yet how directly it can affect me. I see some members in
our church dealing with their children going into war zones with calm and assurance. Now as my
youngest daughter is deployed to Afghanistan, it feels different somehow. It now occurs to me that we
are indeed a part of what is happening around the world and we need to be very concerned about all
world-wide situations involving our fellow Christians.
I was honored to pick up a certificate for our church stating that we are one of the churches that have
paid 100% of our Shared Ministries! This has been quite an accomplishment for our small church. We
are so fortunate to be able to do this, thanks to the dedication of this congregation. The wonderful
folks in this church who continue to give faithfully are indeed something to be very grateful for.
I was pleased to present our Bishop with a stained glass angel, made in our glass shop by Butch
McGee. I wanted the Annual Conference to be aware of what was going on here, and also to be aware
that being a "small church" does not mean you can't take on big projects.
Amendments were voted on that may affect the direction our church will take. We will not know the
results until votes from all the conferences are counted. As soon as the results are published, I will
share them with you.
VBS has come and gone, and we are so fortunate that many in our church are willing to give a week of
their lives to minister to the children of our church and community. They made a wonderful
presentation during the church service last Sunday that made us all so very proud of what they have
done. I am sure that, for many of the children, this was a life changing experience.
Again we should be very grateful that folks in this church are willing and able to come together to
work for the Lord.
-Marcia Fitzner
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ - I wanted to let you know
that the congregation of Mountainair UMC so appreciates the
support you gave our "Leaky Roof" sale in early July. Although
it takes the best part of half an hour to get from over here to over
there, your kindness made it seem much closer. We did very well.
So well, in fact, that we are going to have another one - perhaps in
the fall. As you might expect, we have a long ways to go to get that roof paid for!!!!!! Thank
you again.
Patty Mahoney
Admin Chair, Lay Leader
Mountainair UMC

Mountainair UMC News

Methodist Men

The Methodist Men met on July 18 for fellowship and prayer. The main cooks, Nick Griffo,
Don Fitzner, Mel Stephenson and Jon Shively, prepared an excellent breakfast meal. After
breakfast, the men sang “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” and were led in a devotional by
Butch McGee. At the business meeting it was decided that Bill Simms and Mel Stephenson
would construct some planned stair steps and Phil and Jon would seal the wood after the
steps are installed.
The men presented Galyn with a cart to pull behind his bicycle in an effort to get yard work.
The next breakfast will be prepared by Bill Simms and Phil Levy.
-Jon Shively
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Sent with a prayer to:
Estancia United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 126
Estancia, NM 87016

A Different Drug Problem

The other day, someone at a store in our town read that a methamphetamine lab had been
found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked me a rhetorical question. "Why
didn't we have a drug problem when you and I were growing up?” I replied that I had a drug
problem when I was young: I was drug to church on Sunday morning. I was drug to church for
weddings and funerals. I was drug to family reunions and community socials no matter the
weather.
I was drug by my ears when I was disrespectful to adults. I was also drug to the woodshed
when I disobeyed my parents or told a lie, brought home a bad report card, did not speak with
respect, spoke ill of the teacher or the preacher or if I didn't put forth my best effort in
everything that was asked of me.
I was drug to the kitchen sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if I uttered a profanity.
I was drug out to pull weeds in mom's garden and flower beds and cockleburs out of Dad's
fields. I was drug to the homes of family, friends and neighbors to help out some poor soul who
had no one to mow the yard, repair the clothesline, or chop some firewod, and, if my mother
had ever known that I took a single dime as a tip for this kindness, she would have drug me
back to the woodshed.
Those drugs are still in my veins and they affect my behavior in everything I do, say, or think.
They are stronger than cocaine, crack or heroin; and, if today's children had this kind of drug
problem, America would be a better place. God bless the parents who drugged us.
-Submitted by a concerned citizen

